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TYROLEAN
dREAMS

UNFORGETTABLE aQua DoMe

DAZZLING MODERN ARCHITECTURE

Smack in the middle of the Ötztal Alps is
Tyrol’s most lavish wellness resort

Innsbruck has
been building up
its architectural
star power since
the mid-1990’s
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editorial

WELCOME TO TYROL

When it comes to imagining a winter wonderland, there are few
places more idyllic than Tyrol. We are pleased to be hosting you in the
heart of the Austrian Alps for a taste of what this highly-visited area
has to offer. From breathtaking vistas and architectural gems, to revitalizing springs and rustic charm, the Tyrolean countryside and
regional capital Innsbruck make for a great winter getaway.
But we didn’t have you travel all this way for some stunning scenery
alone! The snow-covered Alps are the perfect place to fully appreciate
the new Chevrolet Captiva. This 7-seater compact SUV features an
outstanding all-wheel-drive system that can take on the elements,
with four new economical yet powerful engines leading the way. The
Captiva follows a long-standing tradition of successful SUVs from Chevrolet. In fact, the first-ever SUV
was the 1935 Chevrolet Suburban Carryall.
The launch of the new Chevrolet Captiva is the first of several Chevrolet launches in 2011 – and while this
would be history-making alone, 2011 also marks the Chevrolet brand’s 100-year anniversary! We look forward to celebrating the next 100 years with you here in Austria, which is also the home of one of our newest partners, SOS Children’s Villages.
Wishing you a wonderful stay in Tyrol with the Chevrolet team,

Wayne Brannon
President and Managing Director, Chevrolet Europe
Vice President, GM International Operations
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THE CALL OF TYROL

INNSBRUCK
INNSBRUCK

CAPTIVA SNOWCAMP

HOTEL AQUA DOME
LANGENFELD

KRANEBITTERHOF
LUNCH
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AWE IN THE ALPS

Natural wonder

Wintertime in Tyrol
It is nearly impossible to think of Tyrol without thinking of the Alps in all
of their snow-capped glory. For decades now, winter sports enthusiasts
have crossed multiple borders to reach some of the most famed ski
resorts in Europe, as well as the smaller jewels that families return to
year after year. Greater Innsbruck alone boasts of eight ski areas, 89
mountain railways and lifts, and 280 km of alpine (downhill) pistes – to
say nothing of the cross-country trails and snowboarding opportunities.
Yet, whether it’s your first time or fifteenth, the scenery doesn’t lose its
ability to stun. Sometimes ragged and wild, other times contoured and
rolling, these are mountains with a capital M – and not for the faint of
heart. On a sun-drenched terrace, the mountains appear serene; from
the spectacularly-engineered roads that dare to snake you through them,
thrilling. Around here, it’s possible to be inspired and overwhelmed at the
same time. And despite the rock-solid landscape, the light and weather
are constantly shifting. The mountains may not be going anywhere soon,
but nature will decide how you experience them.
If you’re headed to the Mieminger Plateau, Kühtai, Imst or the famed
Ötztal – where ski areas reach up to 3,249 meters – it’s hard to remain
unmoved. Breathe in the famous alpine air, pinch yourself and mind your
step – the Austrian Alps didn’t get this reputation for nothing.

!

Fresh powder

INNSBRUCK TO HOST THE 2012 GAMES
The very first Winter Youth Olympic Games, that is, which
will begin on January 13, 2012. As the host city of the 1964
and 1976 Winter Olympics – as well as the 1988 Winter
Paralympics and a host of other winter sport competitions
and championships – Innsbruck was an obvious contender
during the selection process. Many of the facilities are
already in place in Innsbruck and nearby Seefeld, and the
creation of an Olympic Village is now underway.
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Winter driving
redefined

The Chevrolet Captiva in action

As Austria’s highest-situated car test track, the Teststrecke-Tirol is
officially 2,000 meters above sea level but immeasurably beyond the
normal scope of “winter driving”. Between the snow, ice, curves, offroad track and plenty of speed, your abilities will be tested in the Chevrolet Captiva on the famous 1.5 km-long strip (with professional trainers). If you live in a wintry climate, you’ll probably take home some
invaluable skills, too. What to expect during your test drive:

1. Ascents and descents – On the bridge/ramp, which is 28m long
and 2.5m high, with a gradient of 20%, all of the traction systems and
technical support, such as HSA (hill start assist) and HDC (hill descent
control), will come into play.
Ready for the weather

2. Tight corners – When it comes to taking tight corners on a slippery surface, the 4x4 traction and ESC (electronic stability control) help
to compensate for any “understeering” or “oversteering” that may occur.
3. Tricky conditions – You’ll get an appreciation of the car’s steering
and traction capabilities, both accelerating and decelerating, as you take
on the snow-covered track. Technical support systems, such as ABS
(anti-lock braking system) and BAS (brake assist), will be showcased during your adventure.
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heart

Rustic charm

The culture of the Tyrolean
countryside
Innsbruck may be a dynamic regional capital,
but in the Alps the center of the universe often
lies outside the city. All 12,648 square kilometers of Tyrol are defined by a culture that is as
visible as it is specific to the region. If you combine the following list of signature characteristics and experiences, you know you’re in Tyrol.
Rural bliss
Given that only 13% of the federal state is habitable, and 20% of it protected land, it makes
sense that the essence of Tyrol has little to do
with urban renewal. Villages and hamlets are
full of historic buildings and farmhouses that
take great pride in their elaborate frescoes and
painted gables. The 16,000+ working farms
and forestry-related businesses play a major
role in the cultural landscape and related
causes, such as natural preservation. These
days, while agriculture accounts for less than
10% of Tyrol’s workforce, mountain farms still
draw tourists to the region.

Fresh food culture
While farms may no longer control the economy, beef and dairy production are serious
business around here – and the cheese, yogurt
and beef dishes tend to be dreamy. As far as
Tyrolean cuisine goes, the emphasis on local
ingredients and freshness results in memorable meals that are often served with flair and
the famed Austrian hospitality. Typical Tyrolean
specialties include: Speckknödel (dumplings
with smoked ham) or other dumpling varieties,
savory and sweet; Gröstel (pan-fried onions
and potatoes with meat, smoked ham and
eggs); and Tiroler Leber (veal or beef liver with
onions, smoked ham, lemon juice and wine). As
for drinks, local beers are a solid bet, as are
locally-produced schnapps made from fruits
and berries. Wine from South Tyrol, which has
been part of Italy since 1919, also appears on
many menus.

actual experience – being welcomed into a cozy
shelter that promises a warm meal and stupendous views – is pure luxury. Comfort food is
often on the menu, and you don’t need to have
snow-shoed for hours to be allowed in.

Homey huts
With all of this wild nature around, the mountain hut is an integral part of life in Tyrol. While
huts can look austere from a distance, the

Hardy spirit
The choice of Tyrol’s local hero seems to suggest the particular value placed on regional loyalty, pride and personal endurance. Andreas

One of the most famous examples of Austrianstyle comfort food is Kaiserschmarrn, which
can actually be eaten for dessert or lunch.
Translated as the emperor’s mishmash (or
worse), the dish dates back to Emporer Franz
Josef I (1830-1916) and Empress Elisabeth, otherwise known and idolized as Sissi. Kaiserschmarrn is a sweet pancake, sometimes made
with nuts and raisins, which is broken into bits,
topped with powdered sugar and usually served
with warm fruit compote. Just as there are
options for serving, there is debate about the
best way to make such a deceptively simple
dish (see box).
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Hofer was an innkeeper who led the rebellion
against Tyrol’s French occupation – through
Bavarian rule – in 1809. Although Hofer was
executed in Mantua that same year, his spirit
lives on through the popular folk song “Zu Mantua in Banden” which was composed in the
mid-1850’s. The tune actually became the federal state’s official anthem in 1948, and it is forbidden by law to satirize it in a way deemed
insulting to the Tyrolean people. Hofer, who by
all accounts was driven by justice rather than
glory, continues to be the most venerated historical everyman of Tyrol.
Tracht forever
When it comes to picturing a stereotypical
Tyrolean, the outside world usually has little
trouble conjuring up Lederhosen, Dirndl adorned
with embroidered ribbons and colorful stitching, and the banded wool hat. While cropped
leather pants and fitted, elaborate skirts and
dresses are for sale in most towns and villages,
they aren’t there for the tourists. The local
dress known as Tracht is part of the cultural
heritage yet figures into modern life – just as it
does in other parts of Austria, Germany and
Switzerland. Historically, Tracht reflected not
only the wearer’s origins and social class, but a
form of individual expression through variation
in color, fabric and ornamentation. Tyrolean
Tracht is particularly decorative, and new interpretations for both formal and informal occasions ensure that even today’s hipsters may
have a few pieces on-hand for the next Trachtonly invitation.
Tyrol forever
Tyrol places high priority on what makes it special, and in addition to preserving and celebrating local traditions also invests in arts and culture. In 2010 alone, the regional government
budgeted 80 million euros for arts and culture
initiatives which are linked to Tyrol and its people. While every Alpine region may be unique,
Tyrol is clearly committed to keeping it that
way.

!
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DO TRY THIS AT HOME
As indicated above, there are many ways to prepare and serve Kaiserschmarrn. Daniela, who is the hostess of the famed Gampe Thaya hut,
insists that a bit of beer foam makes all the difference. Feel free to experiment with the following recipe.
You will need:
6 eggs, 200 grams cake or pastry flour, 50 grams sugar, 250 milliliters milk,
pinch of salt, 20 grams of raisins, butter, powdered sugar, plum or apple
puree
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Separate the egg whites from yolks.
Thoroughly mix the yolks, sugar, milk and flour.
Add a pinch of salt to the egg whites and beat until stiff.
Add stiff egg whites into the dough and fold carefully.
Melt butter in a large pan, pour in the dough and sprinkle in raisins.
Let cook on one side for a few minutes, turn over and tear into
pieces with a fork. Be careful not to overcook the pancakes, otherwise
they will dry out.
Sprinkle powdered sugar and serve with plum or apple puree.

Mahlzeit!

Comfort food

The Golden Roof of Innsbruck
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LEGACY

Baroque glory

Highlights of historical
proportions
Sometimes, the history of a place is too much
to absorb: too many comers and goers, too
many eras, too many monuments. This is the
case of Innsbruck and Tyrol. It isn’t merely the
fact that people have been milling around here
since the Copper Age, or that the Romans took
advantage of the region’s strategic position, or
that the Habsburgs called it home during their
most expansive years. It’s just that everyone
was apparently keen on leaving behind a major
legacy – and that doesn’t look set to stop.
As you stroll through the cobbled streets of
Innsbruck, or brace yourself for another switchback on a breathtaking drive, the following
might help you get your head around what may
be the region’s most significant attractions – in
terms of the human race, the map of Europe,
and you.
The Neolithic Age
For some, the biggest year in Tyrol’s earliest history was actually 1991, when Europe’s oldest natural human mummy was discovered in the Ötztal Alps on the border of Austria and Italy. It was
determined that Ötzi the Iceman, as he became

known, lived around 4,000 B.C. While Ötzi no
longer resides in Austria (he is displayed in the
South Tyrol Museum of Archeology in Bolzano,
Italy), archeologists have gone on to make new
discoveries in the area, such as a prehistoric settlement from 8,000 B.C. Between the initial custody disputes and rumors of a curse, the iceman
has been in the news a number of times. If you’re
interested in learning about the more mundane
concerns of Ötzi and his hardy Neolithic cohorts
– from baking bread to making sacrifices – make
a visit to the Ötzidorf park, which recreates the
experience in the warmer months (sacrifices
excluded).
The Imperial Age
Innsbruck may be many things – Alpine capital,
university town, hotbed of modern architecture
– but as the former seat of the Habsburgs, it’s
most visibly an imperial monument. Emperor
Maximilian I is most credited for transforming
Innsbruck into an unquestionable symbol of
wealth and power. Under his reign as Holy
Roman Emporer (1493-1519), the Habsburg
Empire expanded in size and influence. While
Maximilian I tended to favor strategic marriages over conquest, he wasted no time
employing massive manpower to realize grand
projects which still draw visitors today.

Innsbruck skyline
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The Golden Roof (Goldenes Dachl) balcony,
with over 2,500 gilded copper tiles, frescoes
and sandstone reliefs, details big moments in
the Habsburgs’ extended family. Since 2003,
the Golden Roof has been the headquarters of
the International Alpine Convention, an eightnation group promoting sustainable development in the Alps.
The Imperial Church (Hofkirche) features an
elaborate Renaissance sarcophagus of Maximilian I and a dizzying Baroque interior. As
Maximilian I didn’t just want to be remembered
for a new map of Europe, he briefed his court to
erect the largest figured memorial in the Occident. Eighty years of toil make for one impressive cenotaph, though the emperor’s body was
laid to rest in Wiener Neustadt.

The Wellness Age
The fact that there is something called the
“Austrian wellness tourism industry” is telling.
Especially since the 1990’s, temples to revitalization and chilling out have been sprouting up
to meet the demand of today’s overstretched,
under-the-weather and pleasure-seeking souls.
Alpine spas, thermal spas, medical spas – the
treatments and options are as wide as the geographic spread, and Tyrol boasts of a high number of top-notch facilities. Some say the wellness trend will not have as much impact on
history as, say, the Habsburgs – but they have
probably never soaked in the view from the
thermal springs of the Aqua Dome (see box).

The Ambras Castle (Schloss Ambras) is the
daunting landmark just outside Innsbruck that
was built for Archduke Ferdinand II. Constructed in the 16th century over Gothic ruins,
Ferdinand II’s favorite residence became the
cultural hub of the court. Apart from the
impressive interiors and furnishings, the upper
palace houses a portrait gallery that includes
works of Lucas Cranach, Titian, Van Dyck and
Velásquez.

Monument to wellness, the Aqua Dome

!

Aqua Dome
Unforgettable
Smack in the middle of the Ötztal Alps is Tyrol’s biggest and most lavish wellness
resort, the Aqua Dome. Part swish hotel, part in-your-wildest-fantasies spa, the Aqua
Dome fuses state-of-the-art facilities with nature-inspired treatments. According to
the promoters of Alpine spas, your treatment begins the moment you arrive and start
breathing in the fresh air – but the Aqua Dome tempts its lucky visitors with so much
more. A village of saunas; enormous, imaginatively-designed pools for soaking (and
what a view!); an extensive menu of massages and treatments involving secret Alpine
remedies; and some of the region’s best cuisine are all housed in this Habsburg-scale
monument to well-being.
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dazzling

Zaha Hadid’s statement in Innsbruck

Architectural star power in Innsbruck
The mention of Zaha Hadid, David Chipperfield and Dominique Perrault in
the same breath makes sense if you’re talking about internationallyrenowned architects – but the capital of Tyrol? In fact, Innsbruck has been
building up its modern architecture credentials since the mid-1990’s,
when big names from the global and national scenes began to broaden
the city’s architectural legacy well beyond the Golden Roof.
The regional government officially recognized the motion for “new building” in 1985, with the renovation of Innsbruck Town Hall marking the city’s
first high-profile call for tender. Soon after, other large-scale initiatives
were launched, such as the construction of a new Faculty of Social and
Economic Sciences (SoWi) at the University of Innsbruck. Both projects
actually began in 1996, with Frenchman Dominique Perrault and the Austrian team of Dieter Henke and Marta Schreieck, respectively, chosen to
bring their relatively radical designs to life. By then, the independent
Architekturforum Tirol (known as AUT) had also been established to
bridge the public, political and artistic debates that would fuel the creative
surge of the next ten years. Since the turn of the century, at least ten
major projects have been completed, most of which have boosted the
standing of Austrian architects at home and abroad (see Highlights).
Because Innsbruck prides itself as picturesque – with stately gothic and
baroque landmarks nestled against Alpine splendor – aesthetic integration of new structures is essential. Integration, however, does not mean

reproduction of the past. When Zaha Hadid was selected to renovate the
iconic Bergisel ski jump, the challenge was to honor the beauty of nature
while defying it with cutting-edge engineering. The result is stunning and
glimmering, depending on the time of day.
More recently, David Chipperfield was commissioned to design the country’s largest shopping center, which would replace the Kaufhaus Tyrol in
the heart of the historic center. The sensitive project had already gone
through two architects by the time Chipperfield arrived to create a modern monument to commerce that would respect the quaint structures
surrounding it (and more urgently, remedy the eyesore of the demolished
site). The Tyrol, which opened in April 2010, is commanding yet quirky,
with its understated façade, irregular floor heights, floor-to-ceiling windows and lack of signage. Critically, it doesn’t overwhelm the neighboring
structures, such as the wondrous blue Schindlerhaus.
Through well-selected, thoughtful architectural commissions, Innsbruck
seems committed to urban renewal without the shock factor. The addition of innovative structures may well pull another kind of tourist to the
city, if not enhance the stay of the winter sports enthusiasts, culture
mavens and Captiva drivers already passing through.
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INNSBRUCK Highlights:
1 The contoured, majestic stops of the Nordkette mountain
railway – Zaha Hadid, 2006-2007
2 The understated power of the (Kaufhaus) Tyrol – David
Chipperfield, 2006-2010
3 The soaring Bergisel ski jump – Zaha Hadid, 2001-2002
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4 The exalted shrine to the printed word at the Wiederin
Bookshop – Rainer Köberl, 2004
5 Urban space redefined with vertical gardens at the Sparkassenplatz – Johannes Wiesflecker, Rainer Schmidt,
Peter Sandbichler, 2004-2005
6 One vision of motion and consumerism at the Main Station (Hauptbahnhof) & Südtiroler Platz – Florian Riegler
and Roger Riewe, 2001-2004

More architectural higHlights:
The homage to tradition and innovation at the BTV-Stadtforum – Heinz Tesar (design) and J. Obermoser, 2005
Refreshed 1920’s modernism at the Adambräu Brewery
(also home of the University’s architecture archives and
AUT) – Rainer Köberl, Thomas Giner, Erich Wucher, Andreas
Pfeifer, 2003-2004
The transparent and community-oriented Faculty of Social
& Economic Sciences (SoWi), University of Innsbruck –
Dieter Henke and Marta Schreieck, 1996-1999
Alpine reflections and structural art at the Innsbruck Town
Hall (Rathaus) – Dominique Perrault, 1996-2002
Mirrored modernism of the Baroque Taxispalais courtyard –
Hanno Schlögl and Daniel Süss, 1997-1999
The fluid discretion of the major electrical substation Umspannwerk Mitte – UNStudio, 1997-2002
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THE SOUL OF
IMST

Celebration in partnership

Birthplace of SOS Children’s Villages
For a city that lies 55 kilometers west of Innsbruck, with a population of
just over 11,000, the city of Imst could be overlooked as yet another
charming and provincial administrative center – but that would be a mistake. Imst may be the home of the first luge track and a festive youth
Carnival parade (Imster Buaberfasnacht, held this year on February 13th),
but its real claim to fame is the birthplace of the very first SOS Children’s
Village (SOS-Kinderdorf), thanks to Imst native and founder Hermann
Gmeiner (1919-1986).
After enduring a challenging childhood and the horrors of the Second
World War, Gmeiner became a child welfare worker who worked firsthand
with orphaned and homeless children. Moved by the conviction that children need a home of their own – and, as legend has it, with a mere 600
Schillings (around 30 euros) to spare – Gmeiner established the SOS Children’s Village Association in Imst in 1949 and laid the stone for the very
first SOS Children’s Village soon after. The concept was to provide a longterm, family-centered structure for children who could no longer grow up
with their biological families. Villages in France, Germany and Italy soon
opened, and by 1963 the organization’s activities stretched into Asia and
Latin America.

Today, SOS Children’s Villages International unites the more than 100
independent SOS Children’s Village organizations that are spread across
132 countries and territories. According to 2009 statistics, over 73,400
children and youth benefit from SOS Children’s Villages family-based
care; 174,700 from educational facilities; 488,500 from medical support;
and hundreds of thousands more from SOS counseling services. As an
independent non-governmental international development organization, SOS Children’s Villages also operates long-term emergency relief
programs for crisis- and disaster-stricken areas, such as Mogadishu.
Imst can be enjoyed for its scenery and Tyrolean hospitality alone, but it
is the life’s work of one native – who is buried at the SOS Children’s Village – that sets it apart.
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Sparkling

The world according to Swarovski

THE TALE OF ONE FAMILY BUSINESS
It all started in 1892, when a certain relocated glass-cutter from Bohemia
invented a machine that could cut crystals more precisely than the manual
methods of his time. Three years later, Daniel Swarovski founded his namesake company in Wattens, about 13 kilometers from Innsbruck. Today, nearly
80% of Swarovski’s annual €2.25 billion turnover comes from its crystal
business, which mesmerizes consumers with jewelry, luxury brand collaborations and those shelf-adorning menageries; the company also runs divisions
in grinding technology and optics. While the flagship Innsbruck boutique is
under renovation (and housed in the Innsbruck Tourist Office as of January
2nd), another option is the all-out pilgrimage to the Swarovski Crystal Worlds
in Wattens. A shuttle bus transports visitors to the massive crystal-themed
indoor park, where a water-spouting giant will welcome you into the Chambers of Wonder. If you’re still not impressed, try a stroll through the largest
Swarovski retail space on the planet, or a temporary exhibition.
Swarovski’s take on the Chevrolet Corvette
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100 YEARS ANd
STILL YOUNg AT
HEART.
Dominic´s
Spark

Maria´s Captiva

Katja´s
Camaro

Anna´s Aveo

Tim´s
Corvette

Pascal´s Cruze

o
Igor´s Orland

100 YEARS AND STILL YOUNG AT HEART.
To inaugurate
the celebration
of 100 years
of delivering
truly legendary
automobiles,
As announced in September
2010,
Chevrolet
Europe
and
SOS Children's
Chevrolet will announce a very special partnership with SOS Children’s Villages and
Villages International have
formed
a
European
partnership.
To
mark the
unveil, not one, but four new models at the Paris Motor Show. The all new Chevrolet
Captiva,Chevrolet
Orlando and Cruze Europe
Hatchback represent
that Chevrolet
stands to
Chevrolet brand’s 100thAveo,year,
will everything
donate
100 cars
SOS children’s villages to increase mobility of the children and their SOS

for – practical SOS
yet distinctive
cars that
will write the will
next chapter
of our
story and
allow us access to remote comparents.
social
workers
also
have
more
to continue making history, tomorrow, and for another hundred years.
munities,
where
the
Family
Strengthening
Programs
are most in need.
For more information about these stunning new Chevrolet models and our partnership
with SOS Children’s Villages, please visit www.chevroleteurope.com

www.sos-childrensvillages.org

www.chevroleteurope.com
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